"In our situation we only need an explanation of the realm of this world,
which is the place of responsibility, trial, and works."

"Know that since God created human beings and brought them out of
nothingness into existence, they have not stopped being travelers. They have
no resting place from their journey except in the Garden or the Fire, and each
Garden and Fire is in accordance with the measure of its people. Every
rational person must know that the journey is based upon toil and the
hardships of life, on afflictions and tests and the acceptance of dangers and a
very great terrors. It is not possible for the traveler to find in this journey
unimpaired comfort, security, or bliss. For waters are variously flavored and
weather changes, and the character of the people at every place where one
stops differs from the character at the next. The traveler needs to learn what
is useful from each situation. He is the companion of the each one for night or
an hour, and then departs. How could these be reasonably expected by
someone in this condition?”

"We have not mentioned this to answer the people fond of comfort in this
world, who strive for it and are devoted to the collection of worldly rubble.
We do not occupy ourselves with or turn our attention to those engaged in
this petty and contemptible activity. But we mention it as counsel to whoever
wishes to hasten the bliss of contemplation in other than its given realm, and
to hasten the state of annihilation elsewhere than in its native place, and who
desire absorption in the real by means of fana’, obliteration from the worlds."

"The masters among us are scornful of this ambition because it is a waste of
time and a loss of true rank, and associates the realm with that which is

unsuitable to it."

— Journey to the Lord of power, by Ibn al Arabi, trans. Rabia Terri Harris



